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Abstract

This study examines the roots of Sudanese identity and the historical,
cultural, and political factors that have contributed to its formation,
adopting a descriptive analytical approach based on historical and
documentary sources. The findings indicate that Sudanese identity is a
cumulative product of a long process of civilizational interaction
involving Nubian, Kushite, and Christian civilizations, alongside
Arab, Islamic, and African influences. Colonialism played a
significant role in deepening identity divisions, while the post-
independence period reinforced regional and ethnic disparities. The
study also highlights the central role of culture, arts, education, media,
and civil society in shaping an inclusive national identity discourse. It
concludes that building a unified Sudanese identity requires
recognizing and managing diversity within a comprehensive national
project grounded in dialogue, reconciliation, and the development of
educational and media policies to strengthen national belonging and
reduce divisions.

Keyword: Sudanese identity , Classification crisis , Building a
university identity
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