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Abstract:

After the emergence of the extreme right in Germany and the escalation of conflicts in the
Middle East, there has been an increase in interest in the issue of integration, particularly
among individuals with a Muslim or Levantine background. Given the numerous current
political and economic challenges in Germany, the issue of immigration and integration has
become one of the central topics in German intellectual activity. However, what is novel is
the emergence of intellectual elite with immigrant origins that is striving to make its mark in
the German academic movement and engage in the term integration.

The research seeks to extrapolate the concept of integration from the perspective of Aladin
El-Mafaalani and Naika Foroutan, by analysing their most prominent writings. The study
also describes the methodological and cognitive limitations on which their reading of
integration in Germany is based, extracting the most important political and research
responses, and defining their concept of proper and successful integration to reveal the
extent of their influence in the current political debate on integration. It examines the
similarities and differences between Aladin El-Mafaalani and Naika Foroutan in their
presentation of the problem of integration. This research seeks to inspire the creation of new
research related to the approaches and methods used to address the issue of integration in
Germany.

Keywords: Integration, Identity, Migration, Religion, Culture, Coexistence, Second-
Generation Immigrants
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