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Abstract

This research explores the profound transformation in the social
and economic fabric of modern humanity due to the rise of
individualism, juxtaposed with the concept of a "solidarity
economy." The author presents a historical overview of
individualism, tracing its roots from the Enlightenment through
modernity and postmodernity, culminating in its current peak
during the Fourth Industrial Revolution, fueled by technological
.and communication revolutions and globalization

The study discusses how economic shifts—especially those during
industrial and capitalist eras—have intensified individualism,
weakening communal bonds and eroding collective roles, from the
family unit to the broader society. The concept of "surplus
enjoyment" is introduced, paralleling Marx’s “surplus value,”
illustrating how modern economies push individuals into endless
.cycles of desire and consumption with little true fulfillment

In contrast, the paper advocates for the revival of solidarity-based
economic models grounded in mutual support and communal
participation. It references religious teachings—especially Islamic
principles like zakat and communal labor—as frameworks that
promote altruism, cooperation, and a redefinition of wealth as
psychological rather than material. The Protestant ethic is also
highlighted as a historical case of aligning religious values with
.responsible capitalism

The research concludes with a call to restore ethical and human
dimensions in economic and social relations, asserting that
humanity cannot persist in a purely individualistic consumer
illusion without eventually seeking meaning, purpose, and
.connection with others

Keywords: economy - cooperation - social - individualism -
.modernity- surplus enjoyment
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