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Abstract

. At one stage of the British-German colonial struggle for control of East
Africa, Germany sought to support opponents of the British presence in
East Africa. The Germans also protected certain figures who were wanted
by the British because of their opposition to British interference in East
African affairs.

Germany aimed to use these opponents as a pressure card on Britain to
force it to make some concessions regarding control over the regions of
East Africa. An example of this is what Germany did in protecting Lady
Salma, who fled to Germany with a young German man, whom she later
married and was granted German citizenship. The German government
then tried to exploit this issue in order to achieve the colonial goals of the
Germans and find a foothold for themselves in Zanzibar, as Princess
Salma was one of the heirs to the throne of her father, Sayyid Said bin
Sultan (1804-1856 AD). The Germans even toyed with the idea of
imposing her son, “Said,” as Sultan of Zanzibar, as he was German on the
one hand, and the grandson of Sayyid Said bin Sultan on the other.
Another example of the German role in protecting some Omani figures in
East Africa during the 19th century is the German acceptance of the
protection request submitted by Sayyid Khalid bin Barghash bin Said,
who sought refuge at the German consulate in Zanzibar after being
persecuted by Britain for his attempt to seize power in Zanzibar in 1896.
The German consul in Zanzibar expressed his agreement to grant Sayyid
Khalid the right of protection and refused to hand him over to the British.
This paper focuses specifically on the German role in protecting some
Omani figures in service of Germany's colonial projects in East Africa,
with a focus on two examples: Sayyida Salma and by Sayyid Khalid bin
Barghash, by tracing the events related to this topic.
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